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Over the past seven issues Tiny House Magazine 
has been featuring excerpts from the forthcoming 
book Building Passion compiled by tiny house 
stalwart Shorty Robbins. 

Like many in the modern tiny house movement 
Robbins has been encouraged for years to write a 
book. She has always loved to write but was just 
struggling with the right inspiration for a book 
written about or around tiny houses. 

While at a tiny house festival in Georgia in 2018, 
a nerve was touched. While there have always 
been DIY builder panels at these type festival 
events, Robbins found herself on a panel 
comprised of single women who had built their 
homes essentially alone. There was a shared 
passion about the panelists journeys. By the 
second event - this time in DC - the women had 
dubbed themselves “Wonder Women”, and by the 
third festival in Massachusetts, they had t-shirts 
to show it! While it was not always the same 
women at each event, Robbins found the stories 
were similar yet different at the same time, and 
always so incredibly inspiring. 

The passion shown by the Wonder Women was 
helping others take their own leap. Says Robbins, 
“It is not anything I ever set out to do, but it’s 
been an incredibly rewarding thing.” 

The stories needed to be shared and Robbins was 
more aware of this than ever. She began  thinking 
about writing these stories down. Building 
Passion was born! 

You can find out more about how to help these 
stories be shared by emailing Shorty Robbins at 
TinyBuildingPassion@gmail.com. 



Ingrid Stanway is originally from New Zealand, 
but moved to Australia about 15 years ago.  Her 
day job is in the mining industry as a crane 
operator and iron worker, so she’s pretty 
comfortable with big machines and tools, but 
prior to beginning her tiny house build all she 
had built was plywood boxes!  She knew a 
couple carpenters at work and picked their brains 
while researching all she could find.  They made 
it sound so easy! 

Like many of the Building Passion women, 
Ingrid really didn’t intend to go tiny.  She had a 
good job and a nice house.  But a few years ago 
the bottom fell out and she lost her job.  The 
house was sold at a huge loss and although she

It’s such an honor for me to 
bring you a new Building 
Passion tiny house edition 

woman every month!  It seems 
so appropriate in March, 

National Women’s Month, to 
feature this DIYer: Ingrid 

Stanway.  She’s from Down 
Under, where it’s the end of 
summer and they are getting 

ready for the second Australia 
Tiny House Festival!  I haven’t 
met Ingrid in person (yet), but 

it feels like we are kindred 
spirits.  Here’s her story.

Tiny Tootz

was debt free, she needed to re-think her living 
situation. Tiny House YouTube videos kept 
popping up on her feed, and Facebook 
introduced her to the stories of Dee Williams 
and other women pioneers in the tiny house 
world.  Ingrid remembers thinking, “Bugger it, if 
they can do it so can I!” 

Ingrid soaked up information like a sponge.  She 
watched YouTube videos on all the different 
aspects of the build over and over.  She spend 
more time online than she did with the actual 
tools in her hands.  Her build took her two years 
and two months from the time the trailer was 
delivered, and she did 99% of it alone.  She 
remembers 4 days total when she had someone 
over to help with heavy lifting, and the only 
professional help she enlisted was an electrician. 

The total cost of Ingrid’s build was $65K AU, 
which is higher than in other areas of Australia 
because she’s pretty remote.  She financed it 
thru selling off her big house items and putting 
some on credit cards- she still has a bit to pay 
off, but the lower cost of living tiny is taking 
care of that quickly. 





Ingrid’s favorite part about living tiny? “My 
absolute favorite is that it's mine and I did it. It's 
such a liberating experience! Empowering.” 

She adds: 

My build was very primitive....no real workshop, 
handful of tools....in fact I used plastic trestle 
tables for all my cutting with circular saw.  I 
borrowed a nail gun for the framing. I had to use 
car jacks to help hold up the plywood for the 
sheathing. It was exhausting doing it on my own, 
but I learned how to improvise. I also learned you 
could never have too many clamps!   

The most annoying thing was when I was trying 
to buy or source items, e.g. windows, cladding, 
plumbing, most of the people would ask who my 
builder was and when i said myself they became 
very unhelpful. I’d get strange looks and way too 
much advice on why I shouldn't be doing it 
myself!  I just kept thinking of Dee Williams and 
the many other inspiring women I'd seen through 
tiny house channels, who not only built their own 
tiny house but also dealt with personal illnesses, 

break ups and single parents. If they could do it, 
there was nothing that was going to stop me. 

I'll never forget the day I started to wallpaper the 
walls.  My mum was teaching me as I was a total 
newbie. After the first few drops were up I started 
to tear up.  It hit me hard.  I was completely 
overwhelmed by what I'd done.  When I started 
this dream I was expecting a shack at the end, 
that had obvious signs of a beginner DIY 
builder.  What I could see now was a gorgeous 
home coming together that looked like a 
professional had built it.  When I say it was 
rewarding, that's an understatement!   

I'm still amazed that I did it.  And every morning 
i wake up in my tiny house i stare up at my 
ceiling and go wow! 

My friends have told me I've mellowed! I now 
have time for others; time for fun. I even have 
more money even though I'm paying the credit 
off. The biggest thing is that I'll never doubt my 
ability to do something again. I know if I want 
it, I’ll find a way to make it happen! “I know 
I'm capable.”




