
BOOK 
EXCERPT
Over the past five issues Tiny House Magazine 
has been featuring excerpts from the forthcoming 
book Building Passion compiled by tiny house 
stalwart Shorty Robbins. 

Like many in the modern tiny house movement 
Robbins has been encouraged for years to write a 
book. She has always loved to write but was just 
struggling with the right inspiration for a book 
written about or around tiny houses. 

While at a tiny house festival in Georgia in 2018, 
a nerve was touched. While there have always 
been DIY builder panels at these type festival 
events, Robbins found herself on a panel 
comprised of single women who had built their 
homes essentially alone. There was a shared 
passion about the panelists journeys. By the 
second event - this time in DC - the women had 
dubbed themselves “Wonder Women”, and by the 
third festival in Massachusetts, they had t-shirts 
to show it! While it was not always the same 
women at each event, Robbins found the stories 
were similar yet different at the same time, and 
always so incredibly inspiring. 

The passion shown by the Wonder Women was 
helping others take their own leap. Says Robbins, 
“It is not anything I ever set out to do, but it’s 
been an incredibly rewarding thing.” 

The stories needed to be shared and Robbins was 
more aware of this than ever. She began  thinking 
about writing these stories down. Building 
Passion was born! 

You can find out more about how to help these 
stories be shared by emailing Shorty Robbins at 
TinyBuildingPassion@gmail.com. 

https://goldteacup.wordpress.com/
mailto:TinyBuildingPassion@gmail.com


MY FROG 
a tiny house journey started in May of 2009 

FROG is the name of my house which means 
Fully Rely On God, which I did everyday of my 
tiny house build. There were days that were 
tougher than others and days when I was sure I 
had bitten off way more than I could chew.  But 
on those days and the remained of the days I got 
through it thanks to God.  

In 2009, my college aged son and I were in a 
devastating flood. We lost everything including 
my business. It was the best and worst of times. I 
decided that if we were ever in the path of a 
storm again, we would need to hook up and go. I 
researched Airstreams and a buddy suggested I 
build a tiny house. “What’s a tiny house?” I 
asked!  

After much research I decided I wanted a tiny 
house! 

My first attempt at tiny house building consisted 
of buying an old RV and taking it apart. I would 
have a base and parts for my build. I spent 
$250.00 dollars on the old RV. I took it apart in 
1.5 days. With help from a friend we welded the 
frame to make it sturdy enough to build a tiny 
house on it. All of these things were giving me 
red flags. But we continued.  

We did the subfloor and framing. Then I had to 
move locations in this process. My Dad and 
some friends were concerned this really wasn’t a 
good idea.  The frame didn’t look as if it could 
really hold the framing let alone a tiny house. So 
after much prayer I scrapped the idea. I took 
everything down and sold it all for parts.  

My plans were back on hold. Fast forward to 
2012. I started a job as a live-in caregiver for an 
elderly couple. On the property was an empty 
airplane hangar. My dreams were taking shape 
again. It took a little while to convince the 
elderly man I took care of that my house on 
wheels would wheel out of there when my job 
was over. Right before he died he gave me 
permission to build my house in his hangar.  

In 2014 I ordered my house trailer from a tiny 
house builder in Deland, Florida. They said it 
would take 6 to 8 weeks for the trailer to be 
done. The call came and I went to pick it up. It 
was my first time towing anything! When I 
arrived at the hangar and towed it in I wondered 
how a whole house was going to fit on this bit of 
welded metal. 

I had no building experience except for some 
furniture building and watching my Dad over the 
years.  

My trailer is 16 feet long and the plans I bought 



from the tiny house builder were for a 24-foot 
house. Math being my worst subject, my Dad 
suggested I hire a fireman friend to help out, so I 
did. Only the day before we were to start he 
called to inform me he had broken his leg and 
couldn’t start yet. I was on a time crunch so I 
hired another fireman friend and we started on 
the subfloor and framing.  

The subfloor and framing took seven days.  The 
day we finished he asked, “What’s next?” I said I 

was moving on without him!  He laughed a BIG 
‘ol belly laugh and said, “Good luck with that!”  

I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.  ~ Philippians 4:13 

I had bought a book from my trailer guy to assist 
on my tiny house build. I had YouTube and 
friends with knowledge and many without that 
could provide elbow grease. Let the fun begin! 



We started the rest of the build. I 
had a total of 31 days left to build 
before I had to move on to my next 
destination. 

We were getting things done; some 
days quicker than others. Some 
days way longer than others.  Right 
before we put the roof on we 
measured the opening on the 
hangar door to make sure we’d be 
able to roll out. All looked good. 
After the roof was on though, we 
were second guessing our decision. 
Turns out we were too tall to get 
out. But we hired a hangar door 
guy and he rescued us on moving 
day! Crisis averted.   

On another day I was finishing 
things near the roof when I nearly 
fell off the 20-foot ladder. I was on 
the ladder way higher than I should 
have been. A friend was nearby and 
she pushed me and the ladder back 
towards the house. Once my feet 
were planted firmly on the ground 
we had a good chuckle. After that 
experience I used scaffolding. See? 
Conquering fears along the way. 

Finally the outside was finished and 
I moved to my favorite part, the 
inside. Oh, the possibilities. It was 
here that I changed the whole plans. 
I moved the bathroom to the end of 
house to allow more space for the 
kitchen which then put the living 
room by the front door. I put my 
stairs to the sleeping loft upside 
down but who would ever know? It 
worked better for me anyway.  





As the inside was nearly finished, I 
used what I had to finish. I put 
laminate flooring on the walls and 
then painted them. Paint does not 
stick to laminate flooring though just 
in case you need that information. 
But it was looking more and more 
like home sweet home.  

I was able to build my house on 
funds from my caregiving job. I had 
a budget of $20,000 but came in 
under budget at $17,000. I built her 
in 38 days! 

My favorite part of my tiny house is 
my loft. I sleep so cozy in it. I’m 
often asked if I could change 
anything about my tiny house, what 
would it be? I would have done it 
sooner! 

I used to only have my house towed a 
maximum of two times a year. My 
house became a sitter instead of a 
mover. I did have an accident coming 
home from my first tiny house 
festival and even though it was built 
“Suzy Tough”, the accident scared 
me enough that for a few years I 
refused to move. My house and I 
would just sit. I finally decided 
enough was enough and now can tow 
my own house with great skill. I 
bought a truck and now that I have 
the truck, I have towed my house to a 
festival, a talk, and a tour. I have 
towed a friend’s house a couple of 
times and I've signed up for a few 
more festivals. I look forward to the 
many new places that FROG and I 
will go. 

Let the adventures begin! Remember this. If I 
can do it you can do it. Anything’s possible if you 
have faith, courage, strength, and lots of 
laughter!   


